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The daffodills are out, but with rain and flooding, spring is still around the 
corner.  

More ghosts, Mothering Sunday and Easter, with waking plans in this edition. Depending on when 
you see this newsletter it might not be too late for the 1 March 2024 at 7:30 pm St David’s Day event 
at St Michael’s Church. You can get a ticket at the door to celebrate the patron saint of Wales 
through song with the Chepstow Male Voice Choir and the poetry of Dylan Thomas. 

On 12-14 Feb flooding of the Wye 
crossed the road by Stella’s books and 
surrounded the church but fortunately 
was not coupled with torrential rain. 
One more big spring tide is anticipated 
on 12-13 March and we hope for clear 
skies again.  This will also be the time to 
see the famous Severn Bore, a standing 
wave which comes in with the tide that 
can be surfed for miles. (Here's when 
you can catch the Severn Bore in 
Gloucestershire in 2024) . 

 
Thanks to all who made it out to the Quiz night last month at the Village Hall to support the Tintern 
Fete. The winning team were the ‘Abbey Armadillos’, who generously donated most of their prize 
money. The total amount raised was just over £700.  
 
The local produce market at the Tintern Village Hall will be on Saturday 9 March, just in time to pick 
up something special for Mothering Sunday.  Bingo is on Tuesday 12 March to support the Village 
Hall. Get those dabbers out! Then come for the Horsebox wood-fired Pizza and Kingston beer on 
Tintern Super Saturday on March 16 to watch Rugby at the Village Hall with proceeds to the Tintern 
Fete. 
 
And plans are underway for an Easter Eggstravaganza craft fair and egg hunt on 1 April, Easter Mon-
day, at the Village Hall. 
  
Best news this month is that the Brockweir Village Shop and Café is re-opening on 6 March! 
 
Thanks, Toni Harvey (tinternnews@gmail.com) 
 
The Tintern News is a vehicle for the expression of opinion by all 
members of the Tintern community. While it does not necessarily 
endorse the views of any particular contributor, it does whole-
heartedly support the promotion of lively debate on the develop-
ment of the village and of freedom of speech in general. However, 
it will reserve the right to edit any contributions in order to pre-
serve moderation and a spirit of good intent in the presentation of 
arguments.    
 
Thoughts from everyone in our community will continue to be 
very welcome.  
 

https://www.soglos.com/event/outdoors/the-severn-bore/17949/
https://www.soglos.com/event/outdoors/the-severn-bore/17949/
https://www.soglos.com/event/outdoors/the-severn-bore/17949/
mailto:tinternnews@gmail.com
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A ghostly moment at the Rose and Crown, a true story by Herbie Girardet 
 
In October 1976, a few months after Barbara and I had moved to Tintern, a former London 
neighbour, Mary, came to visit us. She had come to find out what life was like for her city friends 
who had become country bumkins. One Friday evening we went to the Rose and Crown for a pint 
and a bite to eat. We sat in the corner alcove in the bar, next to the window. We talked about life in 
the Wye Valley and about our shared, olden days in Kentish Town. After a couple of pints, the 
conversation turned to ghosts. Did we believe in ghosts? Mary, a rational Londoner, dismissed the 
very idea out of hand. She said firmly: ‘I don’t believe in ghosts!’  
 
And, instantly, the alcove ceiling came crashing down and fell on her head. She was sitting there, 
covered in lathe and plaster fragments, and in dust that had accumulated on the ceiling over half a 
century, and that had come down on her head. She was in a state of utter shock, and after a shrill 
scream she started to sob. Barbara and I were also covered in broken plaster. The air in the pub, 
which was full of people, was soon thick with dust. You could barely see across the room, but 
everybody stared in our direction. Like us, they were amazed at what had happened. People were 
coughing and wiping dust off their faces.  
 
 The landlord was quick to react: he threw open the front door, and someone came with a broom 
and a dust bucket to try and tidy up the mess. Apologising loudly, the landlord then dished out a free 
glass of champagne to everybody in the room – maybe 25 people.  We were all flabbergasted by at 
what we had experienced, and Mary, of course, the most. ‘So, you don’t believe in ghosts, do you, 
Mary?’ – ‘Oh, no, it was probably a leak in the roof. It has been raining a lot, hasn’t it?’ – ‘Yes, maybe, 
Mary. But what did you say to us just at the very moment before the ceiling came down on your 
head?’  Sally at the Rose and Crown agreed there are a lot of ghosts here. 

 
Do you know where you are going? by Martin Everett 
 
At the Wye Valley Community Council meeting held last October it was reported that in collaboration 
with CADW, that new brown/white highway and visitor direction signs would be soon erected 
around Tintern.  Well, have you noticed they are now in place?  
 
There are new highway signs at the junction of Forge Road and A466 directing visitors to the refur-
bished Wireworks car park (not yet open) and on the approach road to the Abbey (explaining there 
are two car parks and toilets).  The larger green direction signs give a brief history of the sights to 
see and promote the following walks: 
1. Wye Valley Walk (218 kms) 
2. Wye Valley Greenway (8 kms) (the walk through the old rail tunnel to Netherhope) 
3. The Angidy Trail (8 kms) 
4. The Offa’s Dyke (284 kms) 
5. The Monk’s Trail (4.8 kms) (using Brockweir & Wireworks bridges – a strange name as these 
bridges were only opened 1906 and 1874 respectively long after the monks had disappeared – per-
haps they had been given daily free passage on the old river ferries). 

 
For the direction sign placed along the walking 
route from the Quay, you need to be about 8 feet 
tall to clearly read it.  The position of some of the 
signs could upset photographers trying to capture 
that special picturesque view of the Abbey.   
What do you think? 
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Who knows the secret of Tintern’s black magic? by Jo McCrum  
 

It was 1973 and Black Magic was more than a horse running in the 2.15 at Chepstow (although it was 
that too). References were everywhere: on the radio from Fleetwood Mac to Black Sabbath, with Led 
Zepplin’s Robert Plant quoting infamous necromancer Aleister Crowley in interviews. Crowley’s works 
were republished, Dennis Wheatley’s Devil was riding out in the book charts.  A book reviewer com-
plained that, ‘hardly a month goes by without the publication of at least one major work on black 
magic and sex. Devil worship and sex or witchcraft today and sex.’ Hammer House was churning out 
cheap cinematic thrills and horror classic The Wicker Man was released.   And, in your front room, that 
TV jingle ‘Who knows the secret of the Black Magic box?”’ advertised Grandma’s favourite box of 
chocolates.  
 

 At this time St Mary’s church had seen 800 years 
of continuous worship. Built by Cistercian monks 
for prayers as they erected Tintern Abbey, it 
then became a retreat. After the dissolution of 
the monasteries in 1537 it supported the now An-
glican community, becoming the focus of many 
of the village’s christenings, weddings and fu-
nerals - even if it meant bundling one elderly 
vicar into a Bath chair to ascend the steep cob-
bles. However, by 1972 the Church of Wales uni-
laterally decided to cut off funding and move the 
congregation.  
 
Villagers were furious. Bureaucrats refused to re-
store the church, despite a 1971 Grade II listing; 
they actively planned to demolish it, if only a 
cheaper quote than £30,000 could be found; 
they resisted requests to hand it over for com-
munity use, until too late. It did not help that 
there was no permanent rector for Tintern to 
champion the villagers.  Llandogo’s Reverend 
Thomas was a stand-in.  
 
So, St Mary’s became derelict, vulnerable to van-
dals and camping hippies whilst the Church dith-
ered. The graveyard became overgrown, graves 
were disturbed, the roof needed repair. Then on 
Thursday 16 May 1973, the morning of a hare or 
flower moon, a family arrived to bury their 82-
year old grandmother. Instead of peacefully con-
templating her life, they opened the church to 

be confronted with the detritus of a black mass. A fortnight later The Western Daily Press printed a 
shocking exclusive. There had been, they reported, ‘a huge red candle… still smouldering on the ru-
ined altar’. Other similar candles lay burnt out around the church. A black magic pentacle - two inter-
locking triangles - was sketched on the aisle floor. A four-inch long cross made of soft metal was aban-
doned near the altar. Traces of human excreta littered the floor.  
 
The grieving family were scared of repercussions and remained anonymous. Rev. Thomas condemned 
the ‘satanic outrage’ whilst revealing that there had been similar cases in Somerset. Canon E.T. Davies 
also helpfully explained that, ‘the Black Mass is climaxed by reciting the Lord's Prayer backwards. The 
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Devil or evil spirit should then appear in the middle of the pentacle but be bound by its limits. The Mass 
is usually followed by a nude sex orgy and fouling of the altar’. 
  
Days after this article appeared Canon Davies gave counselling to three Monmouthshire teens who, 
inspired by events, tried to raise the devil in another churchyard. He refused to name them or reveal 
the location, but said 'it terrified them, really scared the wits out of them’. Children, he added, were 
not responsible for St Mary’s. ‘It was too elaborate, too well staged.’  
  
The Archbishop of Wales ordered an internal investigation on occult practices and commissioned a 
London specialist to exorcise and bless St Mary’s. By 4 June the esoteric paraphernalia was finally re-
moved, to be replaced with ‘God Is Love’ outlined in wood-shavings on the floor, along with a chalked 
orthodox cross with a central posy of wild-flowers. A makeshift wooden cross was propped against 
the altar.  
 
Chepstow police never caught the St Mary’s Satanists. Although for a short period of time, on the eve 
of full-moons, they kept a special watch on disused churches. Decades on, the details have become 
luridly exaggerated.  
 
In the next editions of Tintern News I will detail the very separate incident of the 1977 fire and other 
mysteries at St Mary’s; and after that, I hope, any other paranormal stories from our village and Wye 
Valley, but to do that I need your memories. All submissions will be received in confidence and credited 
or kept anonymous as you wish. Please email your experiences or contacts to Jomccrum@gmail.com  
 
 

 

 

  
 

mailto:Jomccrum@gmail.com
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Tintern Garden Club Report, by Judith Dudley  

The first Garden club talk of 2024 was a very informative one by Mr. D Hartnell from Bristol on “The 
Growing of Cacti and Their History”. He had brought along some specimens from his large collection 
of cacti to illustrate his talk and also gave us a slide show about the history of cacti collecting. 
Apparently all cacti originate in the Americas but it is very difficult to collect them from the wild now 
as they are protected. If you want to increase your collection, you will have to buy from cacti 
nurseries. We also learned of the difference between cacti and succulents- quite difficult to tell in 
some cases! 

Dave Tuffery, our chairman, thanked Mr. Hartnell 
and then gave out the notices. A discussion 
followed about planting more daffodils around the 
village (this time native ones) to make it more 
welcoming for visitors and to generally tidy up a 
bit. 
Our speaker next month is Dede Liss from 
Ruardean talking on “from Grain to Bread”. This 
should be very interesting, especially for the bakers 
amongst us, of whom there are quite a number. 
Perhaps we will get some tips for the bread making 
classes at the Village Show in August! 

 
If you would like to join us for our monthly meetings, they are held in the Village Hall on the third 
Friday of the month at 7.30pm. Visitors are welcome at a charge of £2.00 per head or why not join 
the Garden Club for £10.00 a year? We are happy to welcome new members. For information, please 
contact Dave on 01291689919 or Liz on 01291689861. 
 
News from Parva Farm Vineyard, by Judith Dudley 

 
The main news from the vineyard is what you all know- it is very wet! We cannot remember a year 
with so much rain since we moved here 27 years ago. 

It is impossible to do much work in the vineyard or on the farm as we just cannot use any machinery 
to move things around. Colin has cut a few hedges and dug out lots of gullies by hand but fencing or 
replacing rotten vine posts is impossible until things dry up a bit. Vineyard tours are out of the ques-
tion at the moment! 

 

The vineyard shop is open at 
weekends only from 1.00 until 
4.00pm until the end of February. 
After that we will be open Thurs-
day through to Monday from 1.00 
until 4.00pm. Hopefully things 
will have dried out a bit by then 
and we will be able to resume 
self-guided tours. 

The sheep have been scanned 
and we are expecting mainly 

twins with a few singles and only one set of triplets (much to Colin's relief!) Lambs are expected 
from the middle of March onwards so that is another reason we would like better weather. At least 
the days are getting longer now so there is more time to get things done.  
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Merger of 'Friends groups', by Nick Day 

Since Friends of the Lower Wye began, we have highlighted a 
number of times that becoming a single group for the Wye and all 
the catchment is, we believe, the best way to go. 
Save the Wye began with a pilgrimage 3 years ago, and the progress 
that has been made by all groups since then is fantastic, and we 
should all be proud of the effort and results that we are achieving. 
We now feel that it's time to get into real detail and focus on 
specifics. Therefore Nick & Mike approached Friends of the Upper Wye to join forces as we were 
often doubling up on work. This is progressing and we now expect to become 'Friends of the River 
Wye' on Thursday 1st February 2024. We have begun work on a strategy plan to launch in the next 
few weeks. 
 
The two groups will still retain local identity:- 'Friends of the Upper Wye' & 'Friends of the Lower 
Wye', so we can continue locally organising presentations to local groups, having local events etc. 
Our Facebook page will continue but now be under the banner 'Friends of the River Wye', and a new 
Twitter account will be opened. So, please keep putting on comments, issues and news.  
Monthly Newsletters will be sent and we welcome your thoughts and comments. You can write to 
our new email address:  hello@friendsoftheriverwye.org .  Lots of information, facts and news will 
be on our new website:  www.friendsoftheriverwye.org.uk. If you wish to- although we hope you 
don't want to- unsubscribe from any future emails, this can be done by clicking a link at the bottom 
of the Website.  
 
Linking into Save the Wye group, Wye Salmon Association, Campaign for Preservation of Rural 
England (CPRE) and others will be still very important as it's only through effective, constant 
pressure that we shall get the authorities and ultimately the governments to change. 
We will continue to meet, discuss and keep the pressure on all governments, authorities and 
organisations with the aim to Restoring the River back to full health for both the wildlife and 
ourselves.  
 
We look forward very much to meeting many 'Friends', and if you would like to volunteer on 
projects, activities and events in the coming year please do email.  In other news: 
 
Environment Agency engagement hub  
The EA (Environment Agency) operates an 'engagement hub'. This website has information on some 
of the key challenges facing the catchment and highlights the work to make improvements.  
River Wye Water Quality | Engage Environment Agency (engagementhq.com) 
 
Combined Storm Overflows (CSOs) 
Over Christmas, BBC News reported on the government's announcement that all of England’s storm 
overflows are now electronically monitored, and here is the link for Welsh Water’s figures. 
Event Duration Monitoring | Dŵr Cymru Welsh Water (dwrcymru.com) 

 
‘Rights of Rivers’ to be applied to the Wye: 
Following some 3 years' tireless campaigning by Councilor Elissa Swinglehurst and the pressure 
group 'Save the Wye', on 9th February a glass vessel of River Wye water was symbolically welcomed 
into Herefordshire County Council's headquarters in a special ceremony. Speeches were made, 
including one by Paul Powlesland, a London barrister known for his concerns and campaigning 
regarding the Rights of Nature.  
 

mailto:hello@friendsoftheriverwye.org
http://www.friendsoftheriverwye.org.uk/
https://engageenvironmentagency.uk.engagementhq.com/hub-page/river-wye-water-quality-2
https://corporate.dwrcymru.com/en/community/environment/event-duration-monitoring
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What was achieved here is truly historic- the rights of rivers movement is a relatively new thing 
globally and our River Wye is certainly in the vanguard of campaigns across the UK seeking to bring a 
sense of ecological consciousness to everybody. And to bring ecological protection to all our rivers. 
 
There is now a UNIVERSAL DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF RIVERS - and the River Wye certainly 
deserves to be accorded the rights set out in this declaration.   
There are 9 points in the declaration, and this quote nicely summarises understanding its meaning: 
 
Instead of seeing water and rivers as commodities to be owned and exploited, a rights of nature 
framework acknowledges that nature has its own interests which must be respected by humans. 
Importantly, it allows legal actions to be brought directly on behalf of rivers themselves, not merely 
as entities owned by human beings. By recognising rights of nature, courts and legislatures can help 
preserve natural ecosystems for future generations and for everyone who relies on them. 
(Monti Aguirre, Grant Wilson, www.thethirdpole.net) 
 
HCC have now undertaken to apply these principles to all aspects of their business relating to the 
Rivers in the county. 
 
On 22 February a further ceremony was held and the water was taken to Monmouth for the ‘Restore 
the River’ event the following day, and for onwards conveyance to Usk, where it will be received into 
the offices of Monmouthshire County Council. 
 
‘Restore the River' Event at the Blake Theatre: 
 
On the evening of Friday 23rd February, Friends of the River Wye held a landmark event at the Blake 
Theatre in Monmouth called ‘Restore the River'. This followed on from our previous public meetings, 
'Solutions', 'Working together', and (in partnership with Herefordshire County Council) the 'Building 
Bridges over troubled waters' event. 
 
To set the scene, the vessel of River Wye water was brought into the room and placed on the stage.  
The focus of the evening was to address the main pollution issue, which all agree is rural land use, so 
by-and-large we did not address the problem of human waste (sewage) at this event. 
 
We heard speakers from DEFRA and the Welsh Government, Natural Resources Wales, and Natural 
England. The Chairs of the Environment Agency and of Natural Resources Wales, Alan Lovell, and Sir 
David Henshaw both gave presentations.  
 
We also had speakers from River Action, the Soil Association, Wildlife Trusts and WildFish, and from 
major chicken and egg companies in the region, including Avara Foods and Noble Foods. We invited 
the British Egg Industry Council, Stonegate, Tesco, Red Tractor and the National Farmers Union but 
by various replies they turned down the opportunity.  
 
The theatre was packed, with many people asking (after the tickets were all distributed) whether 
they could attend, one person even asking whether we would re-run it the following week. 
 
The event was chaired by Nicola Cutcher, a freelance investigative journalist. Her insightful questions 
were well received by the audience.  
 
A recording of the evening’s proceedings will be available via our website soon, 
www.friendsoftheriverwye.org.uk. 

  

http://www.friendsoftheriverwye.org.uk/
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Women’s Institute Update, by Jane Avery 
 
At our February meeting we had a fascinating talk by Hannah Bendall – Hannah the Mad Hatter – on 
her business of making personalised hats. And fascinating it was – with fascinators high on the list of 
requests from customers. She explained the process of hat making from the very basic first steps to 
the amazing range of choices there were for decorating the final product. Even though much of the 
stitching is done by hand and labour intensive, she aims to keep her costs down so that anyone can 
feel they are within reach and will end up with something unique. 
 
Hannah is part of a wider business that deals with interior design, for which she has high level 
qualifications. Again, she delights in producing one-off items like cushions and those little ‘tweaks’ 
that make the final result very individual, and make an impact.  
 
At our meeting next month, Llandogo Village Hall on 13th March, our speaker will be Lynne Boddy, 
an expert from Cardiff University on the subject of fungi and its importance to our lives and the 
world about us. Her subject is entitled “A Toadstool’s View of Climate Change.” It promises to be an 
interesting evening. The Llandogo WI Meet every 2nd Wednesday in the month in the Village Hall. 
New Members are always welcome. 
 
Contact Details: Sue President 07881951137 and New Members Officer Carol Ann 07875622135 

 
Brockweir Village Shop and Café – Reopening, by Sally Vivian 
 

We are so pleased to announce that after the dev-
asting fire in June last year which caused substantial 
damage we are reopening on Wednesday March 6.  
We are excited to welcome you back.  Our team in-
cluding volunteers have done a great job in bringing 
a refreshed look to the shop and café.   

While part of the building is still under structural re-
pair, the remaining two thirds has been recovered 
and renovated to provide an interim, slightly re-
stricted shop and café.  The full building should be 
ready at some point later this year.  Whilst in the in-
terim facility, we will be operating with reduced 
hours.  The shop and café will be closed on Monday 
and Tuesday, with the shop open 10-4 Wednesday 
through Sunday with late opening until 6 on Friday.   

The café is open 11-3 Wednesday through Sunday.   
We have also changed our dog policy to reflect the number of our customers who have dogs, well 
behaved dogs will be allowed inside. 

As the interim shop is in a smaller space, we have less display space.  So, whilst we have kept our 
range of goods largely the same, we will have fewer numbers of lines.  We are focusing on milk, 
dairy, fruit, vegetables, bread, meat, fish and alcohol and are pleased to be back working with our 
great local suppliers.  The eco-refill stations will also remain, although there also may be slightly less 
choice due to space.   
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Our café menu will have old favourites such as our popular cakes and homemade soups and we are 
also looking to introduce paninis.   Due to space constraints, as well to reduce the work for our vol-
unteers, whilst we are in the interim kitchen, we will be only serving food and drink in disposable 
cups and plates.   
 
During this interim period, we do not have access to the loft so unfortunately, so are not yet able to 
offer this space for hire.  We also regret that due to the space constraints and potential for short pe-
riods of closure due to construction activity, the Royal Mail facilities won’t be reinstated until we 
have clear line of sight to the formal opening of the final new shop later this year.  
As agreed at our AGM in April 2023, and to increase access to grants, we are in the process of chang-
ing our company registration from an Association to a Community Benefit Society.  This required a 
shorter name; we have kept this simple focusing on what it generally gets called and where it is lo-
cated – Brockweir Village Shop and Café.  We have used this name change to refresh our branding 
and have a brand new logo. 
 
Getting to this stage is a major milestone in the recovery of the shop from the fire in June 2023.   As 
anyone who has experienced working through a large insurance claim will know, every step has had 
to be presented to and then approved by our loss adjuster.  This does mean that at times the pro-
gress may have appeared slow, but the committee took the decision that following the insurance 
process would give this highly      valued community asset the best chance of another twenty years 
of success.  We are so grateful to all those who have given up their own time voluntarily getting the 
project to this stage and for all of the support and fund raising done by community to cover costs 
not covered by the insurance. 
 
We are so looking forward to welcoming you back! 
 

“Walk The Wye 2024” going ahead on Sunday 12th May by Norman 
 
For the past 15 years, the Rotary Clubs of Monmouth, Chepstow and Ross on Wye have organised a 
sponsored walking event in the Wye Valley.  Known as “Walk The Wye”, this years’ event is taking 
place on Sunday 12 May. The event will again be raising funds for the breast cancer research team at 
Velindre, Cardiff.   Full details and entry forms can be found at www.walkthewye.com. 
 
The event is based at Monmouth Show Ground and there are 6 separate walks to choose from with 
distances of between 2 and 15 miles. The concept for the event is unique. Registration on the day is 
at Monmouth Show Ground. But for 4 of the walks, walkers are taken down the Wye Valley by a free 
bus to the start of their chosen walk. They then walk back to Monmouth Show Ground on riverbank 
footpaths. The remaining 2 walks start and finish at the Show Ground; again using well defined foot-
paths in the Wye valley. Comprehensive route instructions are issued for each walk. 
Why not choose a walk; invite your friends to join you, and have a great day out in the beautiful Wye 
valley, whilst raising money for breast cancer research. 
 
There will be the usual free car parking at Monmouth Show Ground. Burgers, bacon rolls, coffee and 
tea will be on sale at the start and finish, plus ice cream, for when walkers return from their walk.  
The previous walk event, run last May, was very successful with over 200 walkers taking part, de-
spite Covid-19 uncertainty at the time, and raising the incredible sum of £7,000 for charity. This was 
split with 75% going to the breast cancer research team at Velindre and 25% to other charitable 
causes supported by Rotary. 
 
Full details about the event are at www.walkthewye.com  

http://www.walkthewye.com/
http://www.walkthewye.com/
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 Or you can contact me, Norman Williams Telephone 07748 853 328
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St Michael’s Church, Tintern Parva 

Hope you can make St David’s Day concert, on 1 March 2024 at 7:30 pm, with the outstanding 
Chepstow Male Voice Choir to celebrate the patron saint of Wales, Saint David, through music, song 
and the poetry of Dylan Thomas. A £15 ticket on the door covers soup and a beverage too. 
 

The Lent period leading up to Easter, 
is a time of giving things up,  so you’ll 
notice there are no flowers in the 
church. However the somber days 
are cheered by the pink Camelia in 
the churchyard which clearly does 
not know the rules.  
 
Reverend Dan Damon  is leading a 
weekly Lent course following a book 
by Hillary Brand called Finding A 
Voice, based on the film  "The King's 
Speech" with extracts, discussion 
questions and meditations held on 
Tuesday nights at 7.30 pm at in 
homes in Tintern – Contact Rev Dan 
via WhatsApp - send a  
message to 07831 426497 and you 
will get the WhatsApp link with info 
on how to join us. 
 
Reverend Jan Pain will lead a special 
Mothering Sunday service on 10 
March at 10:30am. 
 

On Good Friday, 29 March, there will be a special service at noon and then on Easter Sunday 31 
March at 10:30am.  Everyone is welcome to join and enjoy hot cross buns and tea or coffee after the 
service. 
 

We’ll likely have the flood gates up again on 10-13 March, but the 
church will be open so do come and explore this historic site 
which will truly be ‘on the river’ on  those days at high tide! 
 
Looking further ahead, mark your calendar for the Late May Bank 
Holiday weekend for a ‘Bach on Bank’ concert on 26 May of cello 
music and poetry, with tea and coffee and home made makes on 
offer. 
  
A joint service will be held on Sunday 30th June at 11am at St 
Nicholas Church, Trellech for all the Monmouthshire Area Diocese 
churchse, so there will not be a service at St Michaels on that 
Sunday. But do come along any other Sundays at 10:30 and give as 
a try. 
 
Minister: Reverend Jan Pain - 01291 624017 

Churchwardens:  Alan Hillard - 01291 689772 and Alan Carter 07873 514255 
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Tintern Recreation Centre and Village Hall are applying for a Premises Licence for Tintern Vil-
lage Hall, Tintern, Chepstow, Monmouthshire, NP16 6SZ 
 
The Licence if granted, is for the following licensable activity:  -  
 
Supply of Alcohol (On & Off Premises):  
Monday-Thursday - 16:00-23:00 
Friday – 16:00-23:30 
Saturday-Sunday - 10:00-23:30 
 
Any person wishing to make a representation in relation to this application may do so by writing 
to The Licensing Section, Monmouthshire County Council, Abergavenny Community Education 
Centre, Old Hereford Road, Abergavenny NP7 6EL or Licensing@monmouthshire.gov.uk .  A 
representation may be made until 20th March 2024. 
 
A copy of the application for the grant of the above licence is kept by The Licensing Section.  
The application can be viewed Monday to Thursday 9am to 5pm and Friday 9am to 4.30pm ex-
cept bank holidays at the Councils One Stop Shops/County Hall by prior arrangement in writing 
to the address above. 
 
It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a false statement in connection with an applica-
tion. The fine for which a person is liable on summary conviction for the offence is unlimited.  
Email:  clerk@wyevalleycc.co.uk 
 

mailto:Licensing@monmouthshire.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@wyevalleycc.co.uk
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Chepstow Walking Festival  
 

Chepstow Walking Festival will 
come through Tintern in April. 
The programme is now live with 
39 routes in the programme - full 
details can be found Chepstow 
Walking Festival 2024 
(walksinchepstow.co.uk) 

Walk 7 Wednesday 3 April - The 2024 Big Walk: Peaks, a Rock God Lair and an English Castle 
Distance:  22 miles (circular) so allow the whole day.   Strenuous with lots of ascent/descent and 
stiles. walk is not suitable for dogs. Meeting Point and Parking:  8:30am at Lower Wireworks car 
park, Forge Road, Tintern NP16 6TQ  SO526001  ///initiates.reviewed.inclined   
It will explore lesser-known paths as well as the Wye Valley Walk and Offa’s Dyke Path. FEE to join. 
Walk 8 Wednesday 3 April - Walk for Health at Offa's Dyke, Devil's Pulpit and Poor's Allotment   FREE 
Distance:  3 miles (circular) so allow 1-2 hours for this easy walk.  This walk is not suitable for dogs. 
Meeting Point and Parking:  10:00am at Offa's Dyke car park, off the B4228 Coleford Road at 
Tidenham Chase GL15 6PT  ST558992  ///glow.assures.everybody 
A figure of eight walk with no stiles walking the Offa’s Dyke Path to the Devil’s Pulpit for the iconic 
view of Tintern Abbey.  Option to carry on through Poor’s Allotment across the nature reserve with 
views over the Severn Estuary before returning to the start. There is no charge for this walk, 
however places must be booked. 
Walk 34 Sunday 7 April - The Wye Valley and Cleddon Falls - Distance:  9 miles (circular) so alow 4.5 - 
5 hours.Difficulty:  Moderate with one steep climb. Meeting Point & Parking:10:00am at Tintern Old 
Station car park (modest charges apply), A466 Tintern NP16 7NX  SO536006  
///tiger.building.crackling. Optional post-walk refreshments at The Old Station tea-room.  
This walk is suitable for well-behaved and socialised dogs. Fee to join. 
 

 

https://www.walksinchepstow.co.uk/2024-walking-festival.html
https://www.walksinchepstow.co.uk/2024-walking-festival.html
https://www.walksinchepstow.co.uk/2024-walking-festival.html
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Llandogo Early Years, by Rachel Davies 
 

Join our excellent playgroup run in Llandogo with fantastic fa-
cilities and emphasis on learning outdoors. 
 
Monday – Thursday 9-3 & Friday 9-12.  Children welcome from 2 
years old. 
We offer Nursery Funding the term after children are three and 
the 30 hour Childcare Offer. We are registered with Estyn and 
CSSIW, Forest School Sessions with a trained practitioner and 
have Creative Gardening sessions with Miss Daisy. 

 
For more information call Rachel Davies on 07786831401 or 

Rachellou9@aol.com or or find us on Facebook 

 

Classes at the Wye Valley Arts Centre, Llandogo  

Future courses 
If you are a tutor and would like to run a course at the Wye Valley Arts 
Centre then please get in touch with Val on 07796 697226 or email 
info@wyearts.co.uk.  
 

• Ann Hulme’s Painting and Drawing Saturday Day Courses 2 MAR, 6 APR           

9:30 – 4:00 pm  (£60 per day) 

• Ann Hulme’s Painting and Drawing Friday Morning Courses ( £300 for 10 sessions) Sorry this course 

is fully subscribed but please get in touch if you would like details of future Friday classes 

For Ann’s courses, the basic approach to it all, is seeing and applying relative measurement, learning 
perspective, foreshortening and handling space. Painting can be in watercolour, acrylics or oil paint. 
You can make good progress in a short space of time and try a new medium or mix media. Ann spe-
cializes in using a structured approach to help students gain confidence.   
  

• Botanical Painting:  Saturday Day Courses 9 MAR, 13 APR  10:00 – 4:00pm ( £60 per day ) 

Debbie’s classes are noted for their relaxed and infor-
mal atmosphere – always good fun!  Her teaching 
methods inspire her students, from beginners to 
more experienced artists to enjoy producing beauti-
ful botanical paintings. 
All materials are provided for use on the day.  

 

CLAY DAY – Saturday 23 March 9:30 – 4:00pm ( £60 per day ) 
Enjoy the art of hand building in clay.  Working from various sources; photographs, objects and nature, 

you will be encouraged to experiment with abstract forms as well as literal interpretations. 

 

Proceeds from the art courses help support the KIDZART charity KIDZART (www.kidzart.uk).  

 
Please get in touch for further details about classes or the KIDZART charity contact Val via  
info@wyearts.co.uk, Tel  01594 530214/ 07796 697226,  Wye Valley Arts Centre, Llandogo, NP25 4TW      

mailto:Rachellou9@aol.com
https://ogauthority-my.sharepoint.com/personal/toni_harvey_nstauthority_co_uk/Documents/Documents/TN/info@wyearts.co.uk. 
https://ogauthority-my.sharepoint.com/personal/toni_harvey_nstauthority_co_uk/Documents/Documents/TN/www.kidzart.uk
mailto:info@wyearts.co.uk
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NO 69 BUS TIMETABLE 
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WYE VALLEY COMMUNITY COUNCIL  
 
Precis Minutes of a meeting of above Council held 8th January 2024 in Llandogo Village Hall. 
Present:  Cllrs Mawdsley, Parker, Snell, Ashman, Shewell & Morrison, County Cllr Webb & the Clerk. 
3622. Police Reports:  Attached. 
3623. To receive apologies for absence:  Cllrs Evans & Shewell. 
3624.   Public Session:  No one present. 
3625. Declarations of interest for items on the agenda:  None.  
3626. To receive & approve minutes of previous meeting: Approved & signed as correct.  
3627. To receive Financial Report:  BMM A/C £3,206.78, Charitable A/C £16,824.31.  Amount spent to 
date £28,683.18.    
3628.  To consider & approve accounts for payment:- 
Merlin Environmental Services Ltd – December & January, Wales Air Ambulance Charity Donation, 
SARA Charity Donation, Llandogo Village Hall Room Hire, Llandogo Village Hall Insurance, Llandogo 
Village Hall Services, Clerk’s Salary & Expenses -  
All approved for payment. 
3629.   To discuss Planning Applications:- 
DM/2023/01577 – Beechwood, Trellech Road, Tintern. Application plans show a 2-storey extension, 
single storey extension, gazebo, extended patio & rebuild of garage into triple with room above.  
Clarification required on the description of what is proposed and what the application is for.   
DM/2023/01674 – Installation of EV Charge Points, Tintern Abbey Car Park.  Approval recommended. 
DM/2023/01743 – Certificate of lawful use or development for office/store room at Abbey House, 
Tintern.  Approval recommended. 
3630.   Matters Arising from Minutes:- 
The Village Pound, Tintern – Clerk wrote to AONB re possible future funding. Reply received saying 
there could be the possibility of further funding.  Clerk reply saying the Council would like to apply 
for a further grant if available.   
Request for Bicycle Racks on Fryer’s Wharf – Cllrs felt there is no need for them at this venue at pre-
sent.   
3631. To receive Reports from outside bodies:- 
Schools – No report as school closed for Xmas break. Governors meeting 16th January. 
Tintern & Llandogo Churches – Bubble Church 14th January.  Pancake Supper in the Village Hall on 
Shrove Tuesday.  Summer Fete 6th July.  It is planned to run Wellness Events in the Church in late 
Spring.   
Village Halls – Llandogo – Committee meeting 16th January.  Barbie Film was successful.   
Wye Valley Villages Delivery Group – Next meeting 10th January 2024.  Cllr Mawdsley has drawn up 
his initial findings into the provision of the bus service relating to Route 69 Chepstow-Monmouth. 
3632. Reports from Sub-Committees:- Finance.  Report from Finance Committee on  
budget setting meeting held to draw up the budget for 2024/25.  This to be agreed before 
submission therefore to be discussed at next meeting.   
3633.   Discuss & comment on Lower Wye Tracks & Trails Consultation:  Comments 
due by 12th January 2024.   Cllrs responded on an individual basis and the consultation was 
made aware to the public for them to respond if so wished.  Clerk respond to letter from  
Catbrook Cllr regarding the public rights of way consultations saying it has been 
shared with Cllrs and residents, who were also given the opportunity to respond  
individually.   
3634.   Receive comments on Local Transport Plan Consultation & Wye Valley Villages 
Delivery Group:    Cllr Mawdsley attending a meeting on10th January and has drawn 
up findings into the provision of the bus service relating to Route 69 Chepstow-Monmouth. 
The Local Transport Plan is committing on its core routes, of which the 69 bus is one, 8am 
-6pm Monday-Friday, 2 hourly on Saturdays but no service on a Sunday.  Also want 
half hourly trains from Chepstow-Cardiff.   
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3635.   Correspondence:  Update from MCC re Lower Wireworks Car Park.  Work was completed on 
the 15th December 2024. 
3636. AOB:  Request for line paint to mark out the parking bays on Fryer’s Wharf.  Cllr Ashman will 
look into this.  
Reports of pothole on the road at the back of the former Abbey Hotel and pothole on the A466 out-
side The Falls.  Clerk to report to MCC Highways.  
3637. Date of next meeting:  29th January 2024.  Meetings to be held alternate months in Tintern 
Village Hall or Llandogo Village Hall 
commencing at 7.00pm  
 

YOUR COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE - St Arvans, Llandogo and Tintern 
 
Ann Webb has provided the following update from Natural Resources Wales about tides. 
Telephone: 01291 689559 or 07816678948  email: annwebb@monmouthshire.gov.uk 
 

 
  
 
   

 
 
 
 

mailto:annwebb@monmouthshire.gov.uk
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COMMUNITY GROUPS IN TINTERN - CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
 

Group Contact Contact Details 

Friends of Tintern Elspeth Reid 01291 689456   
ellielynette@icloud.com 

The Monday Group Marion Derrett 01600 860134 
marionderrett@gmail.com 

Village Hall Committee Noelyn Allen 07512856024   
BookingsTinternVH@hotmail.com 

Tintern Abbey Football Club Martin Woodford 01594 531346 or 07825 832751 
mwoodford999@aol.com 

Friends of the Old Station John Clarke 01291 680139  
jjclar7@aol.com 

Festivals Association John Livermore 01291 689461  
johnlivermore160@gmail.com 

Church Lads & Church Girls 
Brigade 

Alan Carter 07873 514255 
clcgbtintern@mail.com 

Wye Valley Community 
Council 

Liz Greatorex-Davis 01291 689861  
clerk@wyevalleycc.co.uk 

St Michael’s Restoration  
Committee 

John Livermore 01291 689461  
johnlivermore160@gmail.com 

Lower Wye Valley Building 
Preservation Trust 
(Fryers Wharf) 

John Clarke 01291 680139  
jjclar7@aol.com 

Tintern Angling Club Phil Hill 07747626928 

Tintern Heritage Watch Nick Day 01291 680023  
nick.day@uwclub.net 

Philosophy Circle John Clarke 01291 680139  
jjclar7@aol.com 

Tintern Cricket Club Sam Hayward 01291 689339 07986028031  
swghayward79@hotmail.com 

Tintern Garden Club Dave Tuffery 01291 689919 
dave.tuffery@talk21.com 

Tintern Wine Tasting 
1st Monday of each month 

Alan Hillard alan.hillard@gmail.com 

 
 
 

  

mailto:johnlivermore160@gmail.com
mailto:johnlivermore160@gmail.com
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Tintern Abbey Cottage 
 

In a premier position with unparalleled Abbey views. Our totally refurbished 5-star 18th Century 
cottage now has a smartly contemporary interior offering deliciously comfortable, comprehensively 
equipped holiday accommodation. 
 
Sleeping up to 6 in three bedrooms, it has two bathrooms (one en suite), and attractive facilities 
including superking 6 ft beds, a whirlpool bath, a shower with dinnerplate head, cosy woodburner, 
range cooker, flatscreen 37” TV, more TVs in bedrooms and kitchen and superfast WiFi internet 
access. A well-behaved pet is welcome (large unfenced front garden to protect the stunning view 
but the back garden is fenced and wonderful walks adjoins) 

– Private off-road parking for three cars. 

– Bike/Golf club store. 

– Warmly heated and open all year for full weeks or short breaks. 

– New! Electric car charging point from Spring 2022 
 
Perfect for honeymoons, significant birthdays, families and relaxing escapes. An easy stroll to pubs 
hotels and wedding venues. Our other 5-star cottage, Foxes Reach, also sleeps 6 in four bedrooms, 
with two bathrooms, up the hill at Catbrook, approx. 2 miles from the Abbey. Credit cards are wel-
come and full details www.monmouthshirecottages.co.uk  or telephone 01600 860341 
 

• Three individual 5-star self-catering cottages in stunning scenery in the Wye Valley Monmouthshire. 

Wales. 

• Twice Winners of the Visit Wales National Tourism Award Best Self-Catering Place to Stay  

• Spotlight Awards Best Family Business 

• Twice Winners of Monmouthshire Best Hospitality Travel and Tourism Business. 

• Winners of Forester Best Eco Business Award 

• Winners of the Visit Wales National Tourism Award Best Visitor Welcome 

 

Now booking ahead  
 

Facebook Monmouthshire Cottages        Follow @tinterncottages Twitter       www.monmouthshirecot-
tages.co.uk 
 
 

http://www.monmouthshirecottages.co.uk/
http://www.monmouthshirecottages.co.uk/
http://www.monmouthshirecottages.co.uk/
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